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It was a one-in-a-million accident - 
but Number Five, designed to be a 
strategic artificially intelligent 
weapons system, the most 
sophisticated robot on the planet, 
has escaped - and has come to 
the conclusion that he's alivel 
Now the scientist who put him 
together wants to take him apart 



brlvJRI- 

CIRCUIT 



tocapt 

carrying kill millions of civilians. 

r l And the security chief wants to 

blow him up so that he can get 
home in time for dinner. 
YOU are Number Five... YOU are alive 
and YOU have got to stay that way! 






'Amstrad Mercenary ■ 



THE MERCENARY 
POSITION 



Contact: Argus Press Sof 
Victory House. Leicester Pla 
WC2H 7NB (01-43^ 0666) 



i should already be I 









Well known computer magazine 
editor believed to be helping police 
with their enquiries. 



EngfehSoflwue^people (they who proiict 
ElekcragNde) In Manchester. Looking like a 



Comprising three loa 
stunning backgrounds, mi 
Background scenarios Include lunar surfaces 



landcapes complete 

with arches, pillars, and sotues. All of which 
' fighter"' J - J ‘- U ’ J 



around and behind, 
ground effects complete the 
pern game and a worthy heir 



Superior Superior 

Superior are claiming a Christmas hat-trl 



Do What John. . . 



Squaring the Circle 



■ Einstein Cheapie 



bon of Superior, sail 
my hat". Perhaps they can make a game 

Superior solnrare are at Regent House. -ft* idea of the game is to free the four 

Skinner Lane, Leeds LS7 lAXPi. jh|p- s robots and uke over the rest of the 

ship. The ship has 25S locations and headway 
can only be made by cracking the alien 
The much respected Tatung Einstein language that the ship has br“ “ 
computer that has enjoyed a limited success I ">• 

overthe past few years has just had a price Bubble Bus s b 
CUI couple of yean ago, ... , 

XTBK!Sl5!Si , i! 

chain Dixons at the low price td£M9. A sig- m** s P« lrun ’' C°*mo*™- 
nificant drop from when it was first available 
a few years ago at 
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Address: 

if I found the names of American Football teams and I 

d jf | win the first prize I would like a shirt in the following team’s |) 
■ colours: 

| I agree to abide by the rules of the competition. 
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I We are always interested in paying 

excellent rates for program submissions 
from our readers. If your game is good 
enough to print please send it to our 
editorial address for assessment. 

Mark your envelope PROGRAM 
_ 



PLEASE SEND CHEQUES 



SCflNflTRON 



LIMITED 

.COMMODORE 64, ATARI _ 





CBM 64/ 128* Ar 



£9.99c 




own devices, it will chase and, on change the parameters and i 
contact, kill you Then there is the of the existing ones in or 
fungus, again deadly to touch and make them that Btd 
which spreads inexorably unless easier harder, 
checked. And alt dm must be done OK. so it does remind 
against the clock After all. what BouWerdash somewhat, bt 
use is a time bomb H * does not ton 3 has enough original h 
explode after a given amount of for you not to mind The g 



1 different i 



rmally positioned in such i 



way that you could have reached 
them if only you had another two 

seconds available We*, they are n 

The key to the game though is 
the problem solving, and pretty 
tricky some ol them arb- too, 

Several smal puzzles frequently go 






Title: REPTON 3 

Computer: BBC/C64 
Supplier: SUPERIOR SOFTWARE 

Price: £9.95 (cass) £1 1 .95 (disk) 



you can no longer find . 
through to a particular sect 

a shock to shose of you ■ 
game playing phtosophy e 
moves, kill it’ but xi Repton 



turned to d 
dp you have 



r are per icccry sale until you 

them Then they promptly Bh Originality 
open and a baby monster 
es out. This must be killed by * 

nVFRAI i 



OVERALL 90% k 





^EMPIRE SOFTWARE 

An-rirum o== Special Offers ' commodore rr 



RRP Our Price 



Fire Lord 
Deep Strike 
Great Escape 
Jail Break 

Contact Sam Cruise 
Rogue T rooper 
Handball Maradona! 
City Slicker 
Double Take 
Yie Ar Kung Fu II 
Top Gun 
Stallone's Cobra 
Scalextric 
Sky Runner 
Fair light II 
Konami's Golt 
Super Soccer 
Donkey Kong 
Terra Cresta 
Thanatos 
Academy 
Shao-lins Road 
Urldlum 
Hypaball 
Bomb Jack II 
Space Harrier 



9.95 6.99 

7.95 5.50 
7.95 5.50 
7.95 5.50 



Green Beret » 

Ping Pong I 

Hyper Sports J 

Sold a Million III 



Fighter Pilot 
Kung Fu Master 

Ghostbusters 



Saboteur 
Critical Mass 
Turbo Esprit 
Combat Lynx 



Equinox f 

Three Weeks In Paradise > 
Back to Skool 1 

Splndlzzy J 



Superbowl 
Lord ot the Rings 
Hyper Sports 
Project Future 
Defender 
Galaxians 
Ms Pacman 
Snooker 

Moon Cresta 
Pole Position 
Fighting Warrior 
Ouazatron 

Pyracurse 

Green Beret 
Trivial Pursuits 

Commodore 64 

Jack the Nipper 
Deactivators 
Way of the Tiger 
Doomdark's Revenge 
Trivial Pursuits 

PSI 5 Trading Co 
Int. Soccer 
Cluedo 
Kensington 
Master Mind 
Electra Glide 
Hunchback III 

MSX Cartridges 

Ping Pong 17.95 7. 

Sky Jaguar 17.95 7 

Hyper Rally 
Yle Ar Kung Fu 
Yie Ar Kung Fu II 
Track 'n' Field II 
Antartic Adventure 17.95 

Amstrad 

Music System 14.95 

Herberts Dummy Run 9.95 

BBC 

Lord of the Rings 15,95 

Computer Hits VI 9.95 

Computer Hits VII 9.95 

Match Day 9.95 



Uridium * Paradrold 
Our Price Alley Kat 

Yie Ar Kung Fu II 
Terra Cresta 
The Sentinel 
Great Escape 
Sigma 7 
Rogue T rooper 
Strike Force Cobra 
Stallone's Cobra 
Fire lord 
Donkey Kong 
Footballer of the Year 
World Games 
Jail Break 
Sky Runner 
Double Take 
Tomahawk 
Hand ball Maradona! 
Marble Madness 
Avenger 
Legend of Kage 
Top Gun 
Super Soccer 



4.50 



Z Zap Slzzlers 

Who Dares Wins II 
Drop Zone I 

Wizards Lair | 

Thing on a Spring J 

Coin Op's Hits 

Yie Ar Kung Fu ~v 



Green Beret > 
Ping Pong 1 
Hyper Sports J 

Sold a Million III 

Fighter Pilot 
Kung Fu Master I 
Rambo f 

Ghostbusters J 



Durell Big 4 

Saboteur 
Critical Mass 
Turbo Esprit 
Combat Lynx 



Speed King Joysticks £9.95: Pro 5,000 £9.95: Revs hot shots £9.95: 
Quickshot II £5.99 

PLEASE SEND CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE IN STERLING 
FOR OVERSEAS ORDERS. 

Please make cheque’s or postal order's payable to Empire Software 

EMPIRE SOFTWARE DEPT CG 2 

118a Palmers Road, New Southgate, London Nil 1SL 
Postage and packing included in price. Overseas addJ75pjjertepe__ 




JANUARY CLEARANCE 
BY LEADING SOFTWARE SPECIALIST 
(AS SEEN AT ALL MAJOR EXHIBITIONS) 

Over 40,000 pieces of software carried in stock at our premises. Machines 
catered for are all models of Amstrad (+PC) Atari (+ST) (2600) BBC, 
Commodore, Electron, Sinclair. Also smaller stocks of games machine and 
obsolete computer software. 

Examples of our prices 



Spectrum Hunchback III Ocean 3.99 

Spectrum Roller Coaster Elite 2.99 

C64 Ultima III Disk 2.99 

C64 Jump Man Epyx 1-99 



J. B. SOFTWARE 

P.O. Box 247, Birmingham B11 3SD. Tel: 021 236 1976. 





Red Rat Software 



11 FENNEL STREET MANCHESTER M4 3DU 
TEL: 061-834 4941 



Distributed in the U.K. by 
CENTRESOFT, LEISURESOFT, R & R. 
SILICA DISTRIBUTION, 
MICRODEALER, VANGUARD 
LEISURE & Worldwide by 
P.S.L. MARKETING Ltd. 



! & R. > 







Jq] Come to terms with difficult 
problems using Gordon Hamlett’s 
Dz] guide to adventurers 



Examine every object that Is described in 

Kothlpg. spictaf type response, that is sd# 
useful as the chances are chat that 
particular feature plays no important part 
In the game — negative clues can be just 
as helpful as positive ones. Authors are 
getting progressively more cunning In how 
they disguise important objects so this 
really is important. It is also worth typing 
'examine qwerty' or some other gibber 
ah, just to see how the program re- 
in Its vocabulary. ' 

2. Draw a map 

Or rather draw several maps. Murphy's 
Law says that If anything can go wrong, It 
will. Hamlett’s Law of Adventuring say 
that Murphy was an optimist! Wherever 
you start drawing your map, you can 
guarantee that the paths will immediately 
take you off the edge of the paper. 
Redraw and revise as often as possible. 
Nothing elaborate a required A box for 
each location containing some Way of 
identifying the room plus brief details of 
the contents and putties, eg Crypt. Silver 
Mace. 4 skeletons. That's all. Nothing 
elaborate. Be sure to mark on the 
locations of all exits, even if you can't 
immediately go that way. This will remind 






yield considerable rewards. No. it won't 
tell you how to open that 
aforementioned door, but it will tell how 
to go about getting the job done. 

Solving an adventure is a bit like trying 
to do a cryptic crossword. Initially 



scattering objects around 
it. Every item has a fivrpa 
treasure, then you wlH hai 
later stage of the game.Tr 



Always get 



alners ar 




We have been monitoring your 
performance on Tau Ceti and it is 
obvious that you need practice. 



«RL have opened their Academy and they agree 
that a few people should be offered the chance of a 
free place on the course. Aapplications are invited 
from those who think they can pass our initiative test. 
Only twenty places can be offered so do your best. 

Academy is a development from the original Tau 
Ceti game. You can choose a mission, design a 
skimmer which will give you the best chance of 
success and then enter die simulator to see if you were 
right. The game features superb 3D graphics and an 
easy to use screen designer so you can place all of the 
readouts where you need them. 

To win your copy of the game make as many words 
of three letters or more from the words: 

TAU CETI ACADEMY 

lly be used once in each new word ^ 



Each letter can 

(so, for instance, you can use three letter ‘A's, two I 
letter 'E’s, etc, but only one letter ‘Y’) and all the I 
words you have found should be listed on a sheet of I 
paper accompanied by your entry form. The number I 
of words which you have found should also be written I 
on the back of your envelope. 

■“ * ! -sceive a copy of Academy I 



Twenty winners will r , , . 

from CRL and in the case of a tie the winning entries 
will be drawn from the editor's hat (it's the only one I 
big enough). 

All entries should be received by February 28th and 
; the results will be published in Gamer's April issue. 



The competit 




mEDitations 



Welcome to the new 
look Gamer. The 
changes go deeper than 
what you see, it also 
affects what you'll be 
reading. Let’s be honest, 



which are the great and 
worthy products of the 
best software houses in 
the world but there are 
others which are just 



shows through. Games 
which should have been 
properly tested have 
been launched with the 
minimum of attention 
and there's more bugs 
around than ever. Even 
the wonderful Gauntlet 
isn’t free from this 
criticism. We have found 



worthless and grate. We 
spare no-one. If it’s naff, 
it's naff and you ought to 
know about it. Equally, if 
it's great you should 
know that too and we 
have initiated the Gamer 
Gold award to show it. If 
it gets the Gamer Gold 
then it's worth your 
hard-earned pennies. 

Over the past few 



the annual farce of the 
rush to get games out 
for the Christmas 
market. This period has 
been marked by the 
lateness of some of the 
games and the panic 



versions. None of them 
are serious and the game 
does deserve a Gold 
award but they should 
not be there. 

It has been said that 
the home computer 
market is 'maturing', I 
think it's going mouldy 
with companies 
becoming more 
concerned with profit 
than product. Pull 
yourselves together, set 
realistic schedules and 



don't take so much bull 
from the Primadonna 
programmers, delicate 
little flowers that they 
are! When will we see 
Cyborg from CRL? When 



n March o 



will it 



delayed yet again? 

The suffocating 
dominance of the chain 
stores is becoming more 
and more apparent. The 
way in which software is 
selected leaves some of 
the best games out in 
the cold and dictates 



what sort of games are 
developed. Like the pop 
music business, the 
commercial aspects of 
the games industry are 



Golden Age of the 
small. Innovative soft- 
ware house is over and 
the era of the fast buck 

Not all Is doom and 
gloom, companies like 
Firebird and Ariolasoft 
are will putting out 
original games. US Gold 
have a few gems on offer 
though I must say that 
their policy seems to 
lack the finesse with 
which they set the 
standards in their early 
days. Quantity rather 
than quality seems to be 
the order of the day. 

Let’s hope that the 
industry's resolution for 
1987 was 'give the 
customer what he wants' 
rather than trying to 
please the bank 
manager. The software 
market has been 
declining over the past 
few years and I feel I 
must ask why. 

If you have anything 
on this subject or 
anything relating to the 1 
computer market please ' 
write to Computer i 

Gamer at I Golden , 

Square, London WIR , 
3AB. 



will the Commodore 
version of Startrek 
appear? OK Beyond, I 
realise that it’s not all 
your fault and the ST 
version looks excellent 
but will we see the game 




► ► 







Title: 

' Machine: 

, Supplier: 
i Price: i 



Silicon Dreams 
C64 

Rainbird 

£14.95 








Price: 



The Magician’s Curse ri 



"'-Computer: Commodore 16 
Supplier: Gremlin 

£9.95 






l^^ffifjTitle: Starglider j> 



'^Computer: Amstrad y they actually started playing the 

_ .. _ . . ,S game. The I28K Spectrum version 

^Supplier: Rainbird j improved (honestly) on the Atari 



£Title: The Way Of The 

Exploding Fist 
^•Computer: Cl 6 
^Supplier: Melbourne House 

Price: £7.95 



[thing as Apart from this great irritation 

ler versions then it is a good adaptation of the game 
:le disappointed. with nice graphics and a very good 
' this joystick rr 
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*i SCORELINE 

a*< Originality 



90% 5; 

he ^ f OVERALL __ ^85%jj 

^SCOREUNE ' ‘ “ V ** "" 

/■Impact 60% . 

£ Originality 70% fc 

IrGameplay 70%' 

^X-Factor 70% C 

V OVERALL 68% ^ 

-*'• J a -r> 



0 





/Onglnahty 

joV E R^V^. - . H' 



gTitle: Elektragiide 

.■^Computer: Amstrad 
^Supplier: English Software 




</////////////////. 






The Scoreline is the reviewer's 
considered opinion of the success 

. and this is reflected in the Overall 
percentage derived from the four 
categories. 



With our brand new look we have 
decided on a radically new marking 
system. We believe this to be the 
definitive system of software 
evaluation but an explanation of the 
categories will clarify the finer points 
of the scheme 



isual appeal o rhe atm osphere 




r a "d ,W, er ha "d kl Pena/ised. 

*e 47ue h rai ' 0 ^ «7o n redC ! ,n "'on 

1 °' er ea/er 6 - S '°» re»" ' bo °« 

1 ra "™»«XK, or 



X-FACTOR a So me games 
^nS^rortnal,tyan^ twll 



loureo ■ an a djustmetii 

fssr’fciS. ft"- 




sufficiently high overall score bi 
award will be weighted towards tne 
Impact, Originality and Gameplay 



mark of 90% for an award. Games 
are often awarded 69% and just fail 
to receive their deserved accolade, 
any reviewer who can show me a 1% 
difference between two games can 
have my job tomorrow. In program 
assessment, percentages are arbitrary, 
comparitive values NOT statistical 
values. It's just a simple means of 
saying that this is a mark on a scale 
of a ' J j & 1 - - - 



's estimate. Our awards ar 



made with tf 

The Bane of the Month is 
necessarily the worst game, in fact, it 
may be potentially worthy of a 
Gamer Gold! A seriously flawed 
masterpiece is as much a candidate as 
the type of game in which the 
loading is the most exciting part. So 
it's not always a Duffer but certainly 
i the kind of game which gets you 
1 reaching for a crucifix to hold it at 








From KJC Games, Britain's leading PBM CO. 

AN OFFER YOU CANT REFUSE! 

ABSOLUTELY FREE 

TRY A FREE TRIAL IN THE WORLDS MOST 
POPULAR PLAY-BY-MAIL GAME. 

ITS A CRIME! 

All you need to do is send us your name and address and we'll send you a rulebook, start position in a new game, 
and credit for your first two moves. If you enjoy the game, and we think you will, you can continue playing It's a 
Crime! for the incredibly low price of only 62. 5p a turn. 

THE SETTING 

The game is set in New York City in the late 1 990’s. You role-play the part of a gangleader who controls a group of 
misguided youths. The city has severely deteriorated. The brave citizens who remain are now in a life and death 
struggle with the ever increasing number of drug-crazed street gangs. The New York Police Department is 
severely undermanned. 

Your main goal is to become a very powerful gang. This is measured by building your gangs turf into one of the 
largest and by becoming one of the richest, toughest, and most notorious gangs in the city. This will allow you to 
enter the MOB, and maybe later, become the Godfather. 

On a typical turn you could send your Pros, Punks and 'Cruits out to take over a couple of city blocks and ambush 
an enemy gang, rob or firebomb a building, buy and sell drugs, have yourselves a party, terrorize the residents, 

SEND YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE TRIAL OF IT'S A CRIME! THE WORLDS MOST POPULAR 
PLAY-BY-MAIL GAME. 

WRITE TO: 

KJC GAMES, 

PO BOX 1 1 , CLEVELEYS, BLACKPOOL, LANCS FYS 2UL. 
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Ariolasoft’s robot recoveries 
package combines the best features 
of a board game with the power of 
a computer. 






ms&z&E 

go&aiairAias 

logo'sjsssri'iss 

oVftS enjoyable. , 






character rotates until he detects how dirty this game gets! Con- 



is strls . ,'nSs fe* e» 

ssr.:s =r.7?r; 
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S' O ca^ M one time The Luckcards 
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FOUR HYPO JETS 
FOUR PILOTS 
ONE COMMANDER 
900,000 RLIENS 
BILLIONS OF PEOPLE 
MUST BE SAVED! 



OUT IN FEBRUARY 
FOR COMMODORE 69/158 
£9.95 Tape/£15.95 Disk 



Maxwell House. 74 Worship Street. London EC2A 2EN 
Tel: 01 -3774645 





Commodore 64 available November 20th 
Spectrum & Amstrad available February 



OlHell 







MM 
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COMMODORE 64 









enemy. '43 puts the status infor- 
mation down either side of the 
screen and thus presents a more 
vertical screen section and makes 
the game play more like its original. 

The penalty to pay is in the size 
of the graphics. In '43 the planes 
are much smaller than in 1942. but 
this is an advantage in some ways 
as you can get lots more craft on 
the screen without it appearing 
cluttered and the graphics appear- 
ing too chunky. 

The game provides 99 levels 
and a little map of the islands that 



and extremely challenging. My 
gripe is that landing and taking off 
at the end of each level takes far 
too long, though it is a good piece 
of animation and graphics, it gets 
bit boring after the 



Title: DEFCOM 

Computer: VARIOUS 
Supplier: QUICKSILVA 

Price: £8.95 



side of the sc 






SCORE 0002910 RINGS 

m # :* 




Title: KILLER RING 

Computer: C64/AMS 
Supplier: REAKTOR (Ariolasoft) 

Price: £8.95 



New from the recently launched 
shoot 'em up division of Ariolasoft 
comes this game from the little 
known software house the Byte 

s. zap zap zap game in 



This is a prime example of the kind 
of shoot 'em up that gives all of this 

Defcom is based on the 'Star 
Wars' (SDI) defence system being 
designed at the moment. Appar- 
entiy in 20S6 the aliens take over 
the fully implemented and deadly 
orbital defence systems and turn 
them towards Earth. 

The game itself puts you orbit- 
ing above earth with your 'bog 
standard Eagle class E75I'. Alien 
craft come at you from all direc- 
tions with a selection of fast rotat- 
ing globe below you that, I assume, 
is the Earth. Your weapons are a 

that can fire up and down, you can use out of a possible four 
es of aliens appear and you is decided by what your current 
score is. This can be checked, 
along with a map of the world, and 
which options have been set, by 
pop up screens that ingeniously 
rigid obscure the non-pausing on-screen 
your extreme detriment. ■ 



have to shoot them whilst they 
shoot at you. Aliens start off in set 
position like in Galaxians. but do 



the kind of 
pseudo-3D effect that went out of 
the window years ago with 'Buck 

difficult to understand in some 
ways. The instructions go on about 
a deeper strategy to the game 
where you are defending different 
cities. However the indistinct in- 



In a world of good, mediocre, 
and bad shoot 'em ups. We don't 
need another bad one. 










Title: URIDIUM 

Computer: C64/SPEC 
Supplier: HEWSON 

Price: £8.95 



Spectrum, where most of the 
original is retained, but without 
colour or as good animation and 
speed. Perhaps they'll get around 
to the Amstrad version soon. 

Uridium got the resurgence in 



Title: 


LIGHTFORCE 


Computer: SPEC/AMS/C64 


Supplier: 


FTL 


Price: 


£8.95 





HARDBALL and TAPPER 




Hardball puts you in the field as both player 
and manager with control of physical play 
and strategic decisions, testing your split 
second reactions and your planned 
approach to the game. 



You are the frenzied bartender trying to 
keep the never ending flow of thirsty 
customers well watered. There’s the Old 
West Saloon, the Jock Bar, the Punk Rock 
Bar and the Space Bar. Keep the sodas 
coming, but not too fast. 



Order your copies now r~^~ ~ 

at only £9.95 on tape 
and £13.95 on disc ! 



Available from good Amstrad computer stockists. 
Or send coupon to Marketing Dept, Amstrad, 
Brentwood House, 1 69 King’s Road, 
Brentwood. Essex. CM14 4EF. 

AMSTRAD 

Brentwood House, 169 King’s Road, Brentwood 
Essex. CM 14 4EF. Tel. 0277 230222 










Atari Coin-Op Game of tf 
the-four-player-at-a-time ga 
adventure and role-playing 
everybody thought would I 



original game was the option for 
extra players to join the game whilst 
it was in progress. This is also 
supported on the Spectrum version 
of the game Even if the one player 



player variant of Gaundei 
into the arcades a few m 
the original four player v< 

The plot of the game 
straightforward. You and 



! The implementation of th 
on the Spectrum is as close 
original as is physically possifc 
that computer, at least as fa 
gameplay is concerned. This 
mistake that Dandy made, tf 
graphics had a lot to say, bui 
gameplay suffered dramatical 
result. In the official Spectru 
Gauntlet the graphics are a I 
simplified, but the play is all 
well as the speed, 
f The gameplay is identical 

around in the same way. the 
monsters all move around in 



the depths of a 
geon. Evil nastie 
teed keys, food. 



In the original coin-op game, four 
people could play using the four 
characters that the game provided. 

Elf, Wizard. Warrior, and Valkyrie. 
Each character has a number of good 
and bad points to it. For example, 
the elf is fast, but isn't as strong as 
the slower moving warrior, the 
valkyrie has medium ability at 
everything and the wizard fires magic 
balls and has a more potent magic 
capability than the rest but little 
hand-to-hand fighting ability. The US 
Gold verions of the game only lets 
two people play the game at once. 
Which two, from the initial four, can 
be selected at the start of the game 
from an attractive menu screen that 
is taken straight from the headboard 





to US Gold. The game loads in ten 
levels at a time. From these ten 
levels the game actually plays four o 

required, and then loads in another 
ten. When you get to the end of th 



beginning. From the beginning you gc 
through the tape all over again, but 
the chances are that the combination 
of four rooms from ten will be 
different. Ensuring a completely 
different chain of levels. 



THE DEEPER DUNGEONS 

Next year, US Gold hope to reli 



will have more dungeons in it. In 
same way that Atari released 
Gauntlet II onto an unsuspecting 



game or disk). This doesn't merely 
waste space but provides a valuable 
source of information about the 
game, consisting mainly of a list of 
nasties, their generators, and a list of 
all the other different types of things 
that you can find underground. Read 
chis, and you won't be surprised by 
the unexpected. 



Spectrum screen in relation t 
original Gauntlet screen. Thi: 
well and allows the incredible 



same way, the dungeons are all th 
same as the coin-op game, and all 
the objects are in the same place. 
This means that experienced 
Gauntleteers will not have wasted 
their time (and money) practising 
the coin-op game. 



the conversion. The 



WELL?. 



Amstrad. 

The one main difference that t 
Spectrum game has over the coin 
or Amstrad version is the aspect 
the graphics. In the Amstrad and 
coin-op games, the view is from 
directly above the screen. Howevi 



So. what do I think of it! Compared 
to the Amstrad game it is slightly 
inferior especially when viewed in 
comparison to the coin-op game 
itself, which Isn't particularly 
surprising. However, its one 
advantage is the great speed at which 
everything happens. This totally kills 
Dandy or any of the other Gauntlet 






different 






screens also at random. The way it 
works on the Spectrum is to load 
them off tape. The game first loads 
the title and credits screens (both 
very similar to the coin-op ones) an< 
then the character selection screen. 
From this you go into the main gam 
and go through all the set pattern 



The graphics all suffer 
crudity of the Spectrum, 
only apparent with the o 



larger and using a few different 
attributes. Four attribute squares is 
around the right proportion of the 



fter the set pattern it gets more 
sex. As far as I can make out 
looking at the game and talking 








2. BARRY McGUIGAN 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP BOXING 



A 4-game 
compilation of 
outstanding 
hits. / 



CBM 64/128 



AMSTRAD 



SPECTRUM 48K 
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Addictive Games’ Football Manager 
has a serious rival by Scanatron. Is 
it really double the fun? 



A ddi 

s 

is: 



ip for around 



■is apparent. Scanatron's self- 
heralded game of The Double is 
here at long last. 

The eventual aim of the game 
is obviously to win the FA Cup and 
the League Championship, but you 
' ? a lot further to go. Your team 



important, without money you 
can't get the team you dream of 

Apart from buying and selling 
players you must also decide on 
employing one or two scouts, a 
physiotherapist and paying for 
crowd control and ground im- 
provements. Wrong decisi 



Computer: 

Supplier: 




The Double 
Commodore 64 
Johnson Scanatron ✓ 
£10.95 




The dream of every manager 
s to pilot his team to the top of i 

* Wrong decisions can prove a severe strain / 

* on your resources / 

the League. If this can be combined if you're at home or away. If you're 
with a win in the Cup then his playing at home you will have to 
dream is doubly fulfilled. For estimate the crowd you will draw 
players of The Double this dream and inform the police accordingly, 
st be realised before you can Guessing too high will cost extra 

result in riots on the terraces and 
a possible heavy fine from the FA. 
lb help you get the closest possible 
estimate, the game allows you to 
look at your opponents' support 



honestly say you have completed 
the game. 

You may ask why only three 
divisions have been used. Ac- 
cording to Scanatron this Is 
because of memory limitations in 
realising an accurate simulation of 
the football scene. This excuse is 
also used for the rather jerky and 
simple animation in the graphi 

suspect that the programmers 



„ in be expected. 

You will also have to pay for a 

to be made to your side, one or 
ill advantage of two scouts can be sent out to suss 
data compression although I have out likely signings, 
to admit that the expressed philo- This phase is followed by 
sophy behind the game seems selection of your team from a 
extremely ambitious and could squad of up to 18 players. This is 
account for this memory prob- the last piece of interaction with 
lem. your team. The computer lakes 

At the start of the game you over to select the strongest teams 
are approached by a Thiid Division from the squads of the 65 other 
club who are willing to gamble clubs. 

their fortunes on you r unproven Before the match takes place 
skills. You either accept gracefully you have the option of watching 
or suffer a reload in the desperate fsssssxs s s * * * 
hope that a favourite team might ' 
be selected. It's best to go with the , ™ x °P 
first offer in the hope that your r/fSSSSSS * " 
skillfull management will eventually your team play, watching another 
attract an offer from your best match or just having the results 

As manager your two prime to watch a match be prepared co 
responsibilities are the financial wait because each game takes 
arrangements and team develop- about 20 minutes. To watch each 
— it. Finances are by far the most * u ~ * 
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21st CENTURY WARRIOR 
Apache uu M jHit 






POSS BV HORIMO 
TO DUPER 

SOCKED EOR -G VRDS 
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HEADCOACH (Addictive 
Games, CM, Spectrum, £9.95) 

Addictive Games without thinking 







MAGIC MADNESl 



Acquisition of the four scrolls of magic is 
vital before COLO, the sorceror 
challenged. Lightning fast action, care in 
choice of weapons and strategy are vital 
in overpowering Goblins, Skeletons and 
other henchmen who will be guarding the 
scrolls. 



ESCAPE FROM PARADISE 



■Joe had created a paradise deep underground but 
finds his route has been blocked by strange 
creatures with strange powers and he must escape 
to survive. Joe has to move from room to room 
using any device that he can to help him reach the 
top and make his escape. The complex is huge and 
the obstacles are too many, but Joe knows that if he 
perseveres he will escape. 



MASTER 



Three Unique Packages in One. 

SPEECH DIGITISER - SPEECH RECOGNITION - MUSIC 

Your computer can talk to you in your own voice - Recognise words : 

whistle to write and perform music. 

"CBM64/128 ATARI 800/800 ■ 1/130xe PRICE: E59.95: 

Demo talking disc available: with talking calculator, clock and much n 




Title: 

Computer: 

Supplier: 

Price: 



Footballer of th 
Year 
C64, 

Amst 
Gremlin Graph; 
£7.95 






' Knuckle down to o 
House competition 
' win a smart new 1 
copy of the garr 



■ >- , 
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Leisure Genius presents 
these all-time favourites elegantly adapted 
to a large range of home computers. 



A wider variety of fun is hard to 1 

find There's murder, mystery and 
suspense with CLUEDO," high finance 
and property speculation in MONOPOLY. 
SCRABBLE' offers you a different kind 
of ‘word processing’ and SCALEXTRIC' 
offers the thrill and excitemen t of 
Formula I raring on as many 
different circuits as you want 



to enhance the games as much 
as possible, a large dictionary 
incorporated in SCRABBLE,' 
lap timers in SCALEXTRIC" 
and the computer even rolls 
the dice for you 
in MONOPOLY"! 



SCRABBLE 



AVAILABLE AT ANY GOOD SOFTWARE SUPPLIER OR 
AVAILABLE DIRECTLY FROM LEISURE GENIUS BY FILLING 
IN THIS FORM. 










Grab your partner for the latest 
sports simulation from US Gold. 



n attempt to win t 
rid Wrestling Title, 
rhe contenders (or 
[est, baddest bruisei 



Title: Championship Wrestling 

Computer: C64 
i Supplier: US Gold 

j Price: £9.99 



fighting fit. Then simply selecting a right 



■ your opponent.^ ^ 

he head butting Beserfcer, send 
I poke Zeke Weasel back home 
the hooded mystery man 
aw, blast Colonel Rooski the 
eat die purple haired. Rhince 
stack the ghetto blasting Purpk 
d finally earth the electrifying 



all or are finally flattened Then if your 

VhSdd Record° nOUS ' ' " 

It is inevitable that Championship 
Wrestling will have to grapple with 
Melbourne House's Rock 'N Wrestle tc 

the easier game to play and graphically 
more impressive. Championship bouts ai 
dominated by kicking moves and then 
usually finished off by a spin. In Rock 'h 

Championship Wrestling) produces resul 



to the incredibly meaningful 'Haaarggh! 
Oooorowrrr . KIULL! ’ (The Beserke 
Then its into the ring for the three 



flying (turnbuckle 

weakened oppon 






only be 



: Originality 
JGameplay 
.X-Factor 

: OVERALL 




Classic 
arcade action with 
this all time coin-op favourite. 

ave the girl in this historic rescue. Mario is armed with 
miner as he climbs the girders in down town New York. 
1 action, dodge boards, fireballs and much much more. 



i various compu 



SPECTRUM COMMODORE 



SPECTRUM 



AMSTRAD Ocean Software Limited 6 Central Street Manchester M2 5NS. 
in-™* Telenhonn 061 R17 MU Telex: 669977 







Roll up all you sexist MCPs as 
Gordon Hamlett lays bare Strip 
Poker 



charts' about k. Twem°minure™o finish 
a game suggests that the playability is just 
slightly wrong. 
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friendliness and for living life lo ihe full. 
Rome is not all museums and history, 
its also a modern citv overflowine with 



World Athletics 
Championships '87' 

Held every four years the World Athletics 
Championships rival the Olympics for 
their prestige and competitiveness. It is 
one of the few opportunities for athletes 
to gain worldwide acclaim and for 
spectators to enjoy history in the making. 

How to Enter 

Simply answer the three questions below 
and the three questions printed on the 
packaging of the game "World Games", 
complete the entry form and return all 
items to the address shown. In the event 
of a tie break the most original com - 

by the judges, will be the winner. 

SHIS 

Competition 



Runners-up Prizes 



HERE'S YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN A HOLIDAY 
OF A LIFETIME 

Combine the excitement and spectacle 
of Ihe World Athletics Championships 
with the sights and pleasures of one of 
the world's most beautiful cities. 





COMPUTER GAMER NEW YEAR SPECIAL 



EAST MIDLANDS 




LONDON 


| MIDLANDS 


SUFFOLK 


MICROWARE 

Home Computer 
Support Specialists 
Software * Peripherals 
Repairs 




GOEL COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

(Dept. C.) 45 Boston Rd, 
London W7 3SH 
Tel: (01) 579 6133 

We deal In all the following 

IBM ' APPLE ' AMSTRAO • 
SPECTRUM ' ATARI • 
COMMODORE ' MSX • BBC 
ELECTRON 


THE HOUSE OF 
SOFTWARE 


iy® 

64 North Street. Sudbury. 
Suffolk. (0787) 311839. 
Suffolk's foremost computer 
software stockist, tor 
Spectrum, Amstrad. MSX 
BBC Electron and C16. 






GLASGOW 




LONDON 


SCOTLAND | 


| CLEVELAND 


THE COMPUTER 
DEPOT 

Tel: 041-332 3944 

• • - WEEKLY SPECIALS *'• • 

Q 




repairs, bargain corner, etc New 

Software Arriving Dally!! Phone 
01-870-4941. 

GALLERY^SOFTWARE 


MEGABYTE 

Am«l«! 8 .C°PC L 'pCW 1 pfc S 15l2 
Sinclair. .Spectrum. Spectrum Plus. 

- IBM LEISURE SOFTWARE - 
Suppliers ot software and 

12 Ettrlek Square. 

Tel: (0236) 73S398 


CAPTURE 
YOUR LOCAL 
MARKET 
HERE. 
01-437 
0699 



COMPUTER GAMER 
SPECIAL 

Why not include your business details in our 
special guide? Ring Nicola Baty on 01-437 0699 
or fill in the details of your business below and 
we will contact you. 



Send to Computer Gamer 
Classified Advertising Dept, 
Argus Specialist 
Publications, 

1 Golden Square, 

London W1R 3AB. 



Company name Copy 

Address 



NB Copy to be no more than 45 words. 



Telephone number 











CLASSIFIED DEPT. (CG) A.S.P. Ltd., 1 Golde 
Square, London W1. 

CLASSIFIED RATES — 48p (val inclusive) prival 
per word. Semi display £9.45 single colum 
centimetre plus VAT minimum 2 centimetre: 
Series rates on application. Please note that a 
classilied advertisements under £20 must b 
prepaid. All cheques or postal orders to be mad 
payable to Argus Specialist Publications Ltd. 

Telephone Nicola Baty on 01-437-0699 

a sr 



WARNING NOTICE 




CLASSIFIED COUPON 



IV ACCESS /BARCLAVCARD Nt 
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ue/PO made payable to Argus Specialist P 
FOR HIRE O HARDWARE O FOR SAL 


O WANTED 
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ions, (as per layout) 
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60% 







Title: 



Commodore 64 
Odin Computer) 
Graphics 
£9.95 i 



the Hawks , 





Is the new version of Elite Superior? Mike 
[Roberts takes on the Thargon invasion (agair 



[Title: ELITE 

(Computer: ALL BBCs 
‘Supplier: ACORNSOFT 

| Price: £M.95/£I2.95 



: V-j 


Front Uiow 

. £> ■ 
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GREAT ARCADE 
GAMES FOR THE 
PRICE OFOHE 



li n^i 



SDM 



I Street, Manchester M2 5NS.Telephone: 061-834 3939 Telex: 669977 



Voted ."DEST COMPILATION OF THE YEAR' 



Screen shots taken from various computer formats 







DATA EAST 



DATA EAST 



Just like in the classic ' 



: films of old, you'll be in the thick 



i right from the 



Commodore £9.99 £14.99 

rooftop fights, Express Raider Amstrad £9.99 £14.99 

has them all! Spectrum £8.99 — 

U.S. GOLD-WE’RE AT HOME WITH THE ARCADE THRILLERS! 

U-S. GOLD LIMITED. 2/3 HOLFQRD WAY. HOLFORD, BIRMINGHAM 86 TAX, 



